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GIVE ME LIBERTY
The book Give Me Liberty! American History is about the survey of the history of America since the time of European explorations and conquests. The book draws its attention to the meaning of freedom, social conditions for the possibility of freedom, and the boundaries of freedom. Since the time of civilization, human communities have interacted with none representing a single culture and freedom ideologies.
The native residents of America comprised of many groups that spoke different languages. They included the Indians who occupied present-day Mexico. They occupied the Aztec Empire with their capital being Tenochtitlan which was the world's largest city. As the Europeans arrived in the Northern parts of America, they encountered different varieties of native Americans. At the time, the Indians did not have the technologies of the Europeans such as metal tools, gunpowder, and machines. The Indians did not have an orderly system of governance. There were no kings, oppressed or obedient subjects as in the case of the Europeans. There was personal independence and people were allowed to own private lands, and think for themselves, and not dependent on collective decisions. For the Europeans, decisions were made on collective distinct rights and privileges which was enjoyed by a very small portion of the population. Every nation of the Spanish Empire had a well-established church upon which all were subject to participation failure to which dissenters faced persecution. Besides, men exercised authority over their wives and children within families. "Everywhere in Europe, family life depended on male dominance and complete female submission."
Unlike the Native Americans who were free to do as they pleased, most men in the European society lacked freedom of economic independence, property ownership, and strict penalties befell those who did not comply with labor contracts. The writer says, “only those who enjoyed the freedom of the city could engage in certain economic activities." It is, therefore, visible that One man’s freedom is another’s misery. 
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